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Elton John is not the first name that may come to mind when you think about heartwarming Christmas ads.

But thanks to a new holiday advertisement from the U.K. for department store John Lewis & Partners, that's all
changed.

John Lewis and Partners' holiday ad puts Elton John's career front-and-center.YouTube

In the nearly two-and-a-half-minute ad, we see John, 71, in a cozy house, sitting before a piano. He starts to play
his classic 1970 hit "Your Song" and we're transported back in time as he plays it through the years. There's an
ever-changing array of costumes, arena- and jet plane-sized audiences, enthusiastic stage posturing and
eyeglasses.

All the while, there are two constants: Elton (who's played by actors as he gets younger) and his lifelong
companion — the piano.

Around the midway point, the line from "Your Song" that goes "my gift is my song and this one's for you" starts
to resonate. And then, as we see the student Elton playing before a school audience, and the child coming down
the steps on Christmas morning, it all clicks into place. The gift from his mom is ... his lifelong companion,
music.

In real life, Elton John says he taught himself how to play piano starting at age 3.YouTube

Yep, now we're tearing up.

John Lewis & Partners Chr…
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"The ad tells the story of why Elton's piano was more than just a gift and we hope to remind customers of that
special moment when they've given a gift at Christmastime that they know will be treasured forever," Craig
Inglis, John Lewis customer director told Marketing Week.

Recommended

Garth Brooks debuts emotional love song for Trisha Yearwood at CMAs

James Corden joined Mark Wahlberg's 4 a.m. workout and it was buffin' hilarious

The ad is particularly timely, as John is on an extended farewell tour, and a "Rocketman" biopic is due out May
31, 2019. There's been some criticism of the ad as glossing over John's tumultuous career and being more of an
ad for John than anything in particular. But maybe that's just fine?

John, in his traditional location, in the ad.YouTube

"The John Lewis Christmas campaign has so many warm memories for me and my family," John told the UK's
Telegraph. "It's been a lovely opportunity for me to reflect on my life in music and the incredible journey I have
been on, and how first playing my Grandmother's piano marks the moment when music came into my life."

And that music has never left. Let's all buy pianos right now!



See KLG and Hoda channel Madonna and Elton John for Halloween

Oct. 31, 201813:38

https://www.marketingweek.com/2018/11/15/john-lewis-elton-john-christmas-advertising/
https://www.today.com/popculture/garth-brooks-debuts-emotional-love-song-trisha-yearwood-cmas-t142235?icid=recommended
https://www.today.com/popculture/garth-brooks-debuts-emotional-love-song-trisha-yearwood-cmas-t142235?icid=recommended
https://www.today.com/health/james-corden-joined-mark-wahlberg-s-morning-workout-late-late-t142254?icid=recommended
https://www.today.com/health/james-corden-joined-mark-wahlberg-s-morning-workout-late-late-t142254?icid=recommended
https://www.today.com/popculture/taron-egerton-dazzles-elton-john-first-look-rocketman-transformation-t138394
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/nov/15/elton-johns-john-lewis-christmas-ad-it-could-have-been-so-different
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/elton-john-john-lewis-holiday-ad_us_5bed30d3e4b03af89266b490
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/11/15/john-lewis-christmas-advert-watch-elton-john-learn-play-piano/
https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622
https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622


11/16/2018 Elton John stars in new tear-jerking holiday ad for John Lewis & Partners

https://www.today.com/popculture/elton-john-stars-new-tearjerking-holiday-ad-john-lewis-partners-t142230 5/7

Randee Dawn




Sponsored Stories

My Debt Removal

Special Program Helps Seniors Get Out Of Debt Without A Loan

https://twitter.com/randeedawn
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=See%20KLG%20and%20Hoda%20channel%20Madonna%20and%20Elton%20John%20for%20Halloween&via=TODAYshow&url=https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622&original_referer=https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622
mailto:?subject=See%20KLG%20and%20Hoda%20channel%20Madonna%20and%20Elton%20John%20for%20Halloween&body=https://www.today.com/video/see-klg-and-hoda-channel-madonna-and-elton-john-for-halloween-1358115395622
http://www.mydebtremoval.com/?subid=dmt1-nbc-today-127408690&utm_source=dmt1-nbc-today-127408690


11/16/2018 Elton John stars in new tear-jerking holiday ad for John Lewis & Partners

https://www.today.com/popculture/elton-john-stars-new-tearjerking-holiday-ad-john-lewis-partners-t142230 6/7

by Taboola

27 Discounts Seniors Get Only If They Know
Senior Discounts Club

Sponsored Stories by Taboola

Ultimate Pet Nutrition

EverQuote Insurance Quotes

Progressive

Dr. Marty

These Brooklyn Apartments Have Seniors Packing Their Bags
Senior Homes | Search Ads

Brooklyn, New York: Big News For Zero Ticket Drivers
QuoteWizard Auto Quotes

Brooklyn: This Meal Service is Cheaper Than Your Local Store
Home Chef

8 Reasons Why (Literally Everyone) Should Get Bombas Socks
Bombas

'Americas Favorite Veterinarian' Reveals The One Thing Every Dog
Owner Should Do

Brooklyn, New York: This Tiny, Unknown Company Is Disrupting A
$200 Billion Industry

Switch and save an average of $668. Savings make me smile.

3 Ways Your Cat Asks For Help

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbc-today&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=ab_thumbnails-rr_abp-mode:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails%20-%20Bento:
http://www.mydebtremoval.com/?subid=dmt1-nbc-today-127408690&utm_source=dmt1-nbc-today-127408690
https://seniordiscountsclub.com/27-discounts-seniors-did-not-know-they-could-get?&camp=1169873&ad=137101305&site=nbc-today&ts=sdc-tbl
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbc-today&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=ab_thumbnails-h_abp-mode:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20-%20Bento:
http://ultimatepetnutrition.com/cmd.php?ad=891355&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://article.everquote.com/?h1=startup&h2=brilliant_company&auuid=204799c8-3400-4960-b821-7e2174ea2d59&&tid=584&subid=255895&utm_medium=nbc-today&utm_title=Brooklyn%2C+New+York%3A+This+Tiny%2C+Unknown+Company+Is+Disrupting+A+%24200+Billion+Industry&utm_thumbnail=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.evq1.com%2F6ae1267d-f938-4bf7-bf6f-77aa682a82ae.jpg&campaign_id=1400809
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.2069703TABOOLA/B20533661.225423745;dc_trk_aid=423532548;dc_trk_cid=99460260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://drmartypets.com/cmd.php?ad=899347&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://snagaseniorhome.com/?om_bs=Ii5bPgMTZAry5tzR034lR4bPHQrqS714rLuw9ftcZfprq5evOKa3rFV2nPRkGbnc8xoT-fF8kBx9x-l0c20uRMrOvqLwqjp88xrsqCBNmrTaFq6zHC0Rz9bd0sHLzoJeOoWUm-VaPq4IMR1PKKM8XP8RfAJPb1O0Yl42hA&search_track_url=%2F%2Ftrc.taboola.com%2Fadv-1006%2Flog%2F3%2Faction%3Fname%3DConversion%26item-url%3Dsnagaseniorhome.com&click_track_url=%2F%2Ftrc.taboola.com%2Fadv-1006%2Flog%2F3%2Faction%3Fname%3DAdClick%26item-url%3Dsnagaseniorhome.com&ts=2018-11-16+13%3A16%3A12&utm_medium=paid&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=1537772&utm_term=nbc-today&utm_content=These+Brooklyn+Apartments+Have+Seniors+Packing+Their+Bags&adid=136510328&img=http%3A%2F%2Fgleaned-images.stuff.com%2Fsignals-test%2F42ab05cec4102d67657ea9f80b3105d6d3b0c7f1b4e3841958a9e4cf&sg_uid=62420e9f88ba4fb487754712ebb4b14c
https://quotewizard.com/?openaction=auto&v=msn&c=c15758&key=nbc-today&placement=nbc-today&tabcid=1422820&adid=127025024&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.homechef.com/number-one?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=TB.D.RON.Alt.City.1&voucher=TB30FREE&utm_content=Brooklyn%3A+This+Meal+Service+is+Cheaper+Than+Your+Local+Store-http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F8a7bd19751b5cb47de1d18c0f3de7781.jpg&utm_term=nbc-today
https://my.bombas.com/8-things/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=8Things_PT1_Desktop_1&utm_term=133786202&utm_content=nbc-today


11/16/2018 Elton John stars in new tear-jerking holiday ad for John Lewis & Partners

https://www.today.com/popculture/elton-john-stars-new-tearjerking-holiday-ad-john-lewis-partners-t142230 7/7

MORE FROM today


About
Visit
Today Store
Today Apps
Contact
Careers
Privacy Policy
Terms of Service
Closed Captioning
SiteMap
Advertise
AdChoices

© 2018 NBC UNIVERSAL





https://www.today.com/
https://www.today.com/about
https://visit.today.com/
https://budurl.com/zdtTDYtdyns122216
https://www.today.com/info/app
https://www.today.com/info/contact-us
http://www.nbcunicareers.com/
https://www.nbcuniversal.com/privacy
https://www.today.com/info/terms-and-conditions
https://www.today.com/info/closed-captioning
https://www.today.com/sitemap
https://together.nbcuni.com/
https://info.evidon.com/pub_info/267?v=1
http://nbcnews.com/
http://msnbc.com/
http://www.today.com/

