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t’s been a traumatic couple of years for fans of Rupert Friend’s “Homeland”

character, Peter Quinn, a heroic CIA paramilitary agent who appeared to have

expired multiple times before his actual exit at the end of Season 6. But thanks

to Friend’s sensitive yet steely portrayal of a man damaged outside and in from his

experiences, Quinn was able to rise from his ashes and go out in a blaze of glory —

and the ultimate sacrifice. The British-born Friend took a moment while here in his

adopted hometown to talk about the power of the imagination, Quinn's exit and

Roald Dahl for The Envelope.

Apparently. You never really know with this show. I’m probably not best qualified to

answer that — the question is probably for the writers, and they don’t necessarily

know. The answer is yes, though.

I never felt that; I always saw him as such a fascinating human being. He had to pull

off some pretty complicated stuff considering he wasn’t firing on all cylinders. We

haven’t really seen a character on television — a returning modern veteran suffering

from modern ailments due to chemical warfare and post-traumatic stress and having
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a stroke — and that was an interesting and brave thing for the writers to address.

All the work that I did was very private. Every single role is different, but for me there

is an absolute unifying base note at the heart of it, which is the power of the

imagination. I genuinely believe that you can do it if you can imagine it — whether it’s

horseback riding, jumping out of a plane or speaking Russian. I’ve been lucky enough

to work in a place where I can prove that to myself. I don’t see a difference in that and

a novelist or a composer or the person who dreams up a restaurant — it starts with

the imagination, and then it’s realized. There’s a magical component to imagination

that I realized I love.

Rupert Friend in "Homeland." (JoJo Whilden / Showtime)
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They might do. I doubt Roald Dahl ever visited a chocolate factory with Oompa

Loompas in it. I grew up with Dahl’s obituary on my door — he’s an absolute hero of

mine. He was a difficult human being, but my love for his work came from the idea

that it was limitless. That whole “write what you know” mentality — I don’t believe

that. I’ve never been a black ops, or an American; I’ve never had a stroke or gone to

war. My imagination is my imagination, and that’s my job.

— Rupert Friend, actor

I think that agency in a human, in a character, in a person, is a quality you either have

or don’t have. I have met people in my life who simply don’t believe in “I can’t.”

They’re wonderful. What I’m interested in is what happens when that agency is

tested. You have to be present in your own life. One reason Quinn resonates with

people is he ultimately has such agency — and that’s incredibly attractive. Nobody

wants to be around a whiny, introspective, navel-gazing person.

Self-analysis is incredibly difficult. It does feel different — it’s tricky, though, because

I would say it feels amazing to be part of an incredibly solid team. My marriage

solidified something that was already incredibly copacetic and supportive and

powerful. I’m lucky to be married to somebody who gives of herself selflessly every

day, and I try my hardest to reciprocate. And sometimes I succeed.
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