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Jessica Chastain, an Oscar contender for 'Take Shelter,' 'The Help' and "The Tree of Life,' is e Commendiigé what your friends are
happy to have her work seen but uncomfortable with fame.

) Harry Morgan dies at 96; star of
| TV's 'MASH'
1,946 people recommend this.

B4 B | comments|| o &3 share | 0 +1 [© 0 M Tweet <0 B3 Recommend

fos 'MythBusters' misfire sends
Anaeles  __ e e o_w

advertiseme

CARNAGE

NY AND LA DECEMBER 16
b/ %

h/'

JGHM C. REILLY

Movies & Television

Movie Showtimes : GO
st [Zroe s

Actress Jessica Chastain (Genaro Molina / Los Angeles Times)

_ By Randee Dawn, Special to the Los Angeles Times
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AN DR s | In Case You Missed It...
Reporting from New York— — Jessica Chastain is clearly up

for just about anything. On this warm November night she
could be sitting cozily inside a buzzing hotel restaurant
surrounded by chandeliers, candles and ivy trellises. Instead,
she's gamely agreed to be interviewed in the hotel's garden,
and is now swaying gently in a wooden swing, articulating with
awide-open, shining face and fluttering hands about what it
Steven Spielberg's 'War Horse' and was like, once upon a time, to be "the most unlucky actress in
the Oscar race Hollywood."

!'- Hard to believe now, of course: Today, Chastain has at least
: three films putting her in Oscar contention: "Take Shelter,"

ALSO )
Photos: Clippers get

All-Star Chris Paul
| Updated 4 minutes ago

Daum: We have a high
. tolerance for screw-ups
| Updated 4 minutes ago

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.latimes.com/services/site/self-service/
http://www.latimes.com/advertiser/
http://store.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/custompublishing/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/
http://crime.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/education/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/orange/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/westside/
http://projects.latimes.com/mapping-la/neighborhoods/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/politics
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/religion/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/afghanistan/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/africa/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/latinamerica/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/asia/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/europe/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/middleeast/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/money_co/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/
http://www.latimes.com/business/personalfinance/
http://www.latimes.com/business/smallbusiness/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/basketball/nba/lakers/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/basketball/nba/clippers/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/baseball/mlb/dodgers/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/baseball/mlb/angels/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/football/nfl/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/hockey/nhl/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/college/usc/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/college/ucla/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/college/football/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/highschool/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/scores/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/tv/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/music/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/celebrity/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/
http://theenvelope.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/calendar/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://www.latimes.com/health/
http://www.latimes.com/health/boostershots/
http://www.latimes.com/health/medicine/
http://www.latimes.com/health/fitness/
http://www.latimes.com/health/mentalhealth/
http://www.latimes.com/health/healthcare/
http://www.latimes.com/health/diabetes/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://www.latimes.com/features/holidays/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/home_blog/
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/alltherage/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://www.latimes.com/features/parenting/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://www.latimesmagazine.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/funstuff/comics/
http://www.latimes.com/yourscene/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/southerncalifornia/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/california/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/mexico/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/hawaii/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/lasvegas/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/europe/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/asia/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/destinations/australiasouthpacific/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/deals/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/op-ed/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://opinion.latimes.com/opinionla/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/readers/
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/
http://dailydeals.latimes.com
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/travelzoo
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/wine
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/circular/target
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-ent-hp-elizabeth-taylor-sl,0,1068621.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-biggest-loser-sl,0,6774824.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-ent-hp-sag-nominations-sl,0,6335636.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-ent-hp-2011-year-in-jazz-sl,0,871775.storylink
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bde/3/0/%2a/w%3B247876265%3B0-0%3B0%3B12926801%3B3454-728/90%3B45578306/45595764/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Brs%3D10147%3Brs%3D10123%3Brs%3D10009%3Brs%3D10030%3Brs%3D10070%3Brs%3D10173%3Brs%3DD08734_70040%3Brs%3DD08734_70074%3Brs%3DD08734_70086%3Brs%3DD08734_70244%3Brs%3DD08734_70675%3B%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dla-en-jessica-chastain-20111215%3Brg%3Dur%3Bpos%3DT%3Bdcopt%3Dist%3Bsz%3D728x90%3Btile%3D1%3Bca%3DEntertainment%3Ben%3DTheTreeofLifemovie%3Bat%3DEntertainment%3Bat%3DCelebrities%3Bat%3DMovies%3Bat%3DTelevision%3Bat%3DTheTreeofLifemovie%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/9b66/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.sonyclassics.com/carnage/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-en-jessica-chastain-20111215,0,798111,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-en-jessica-chastain-20111215,0,465867,print.story
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3bde/0/0/%2a/m;248962476;0-0;0;12926801;4-234/60;45088820/45106608/1;;~okv=;rs=10147;rs=10123;rs=10009;rs=10030;rs=10070;rs=10173;rs=D08734_70040;rs=D08734_70074;rs=D08734_70086;rs=D08734_70244;rs=D08734_70675;;ptype=s;slug=la-en-jessica-chastain-20111215;rg=ur;pos=2;sz=234x60;tile=2;ca=Entertainment;en=TheTreeofLifemovie;at=Entertainment;at=Celebrities;at=Movies;at=Television;at=TheTreeofLifemovie;~aopt=2/1/9b66/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.latimes.com/donate
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-en-spielberg-20111215,0,895787.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-en-spielberg-20111215,0,895787.story
http://theenvelope.latimes.com/awards/la-en-indie-focus-20111215,0,5652003.story
http://www.latimes.com/topic/entertainment/movies/take-shelter-%28movie%29-ENMV0011725.topic
http://www.facebook.com/latimes
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3bde/3/0/%2a/m%3B247876316%3B0-0%3B0%3B12926801%3B4307-300/250%3B45578282/45595740/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Brs%3D10147%3Brs%3D10123%3Brs%3D10009%3Brs%3D10030%3Brs%3D10070%3Brs%3D10173%3Brs%3DD08734_70040%3Brs%3DD08734_70074%3Brs%3DD08734_70086%3Brs%3DD08734_70244%3Brs%3DD08734_70675%3B%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dla-en-jessica-chastain-20111215%3Brg%3Dur%3Bpos%3D1%3Bsz%3D300x250%2C336x280%3Btile%3D3%3Bca%3DEntertainment%3Ben%3DTheTreeofLifemovie%3Bat%3DEntertainment%3Bat%3DCelebrities%3Bat%3DMovies%3Bat%3DTelevision%3Bat%3DTheTreeofLifemovie%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/9b66/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.sonyclassics.com/carnage/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/tv/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-chris-paul-trade-clippers-gallery,0,226992.photogallery?track=icymi
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-sp-chris-paul-trade-clippers-gallery,0,226992.photogallery?track=icymi
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-daum-messes-20111215,0,2721583.column?track=icymi
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-daum-messes-20111215,0,2721583.column?track=icymi
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-he-youth-drugs-20111215,0,4397646.story?track=icymi
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3bde/0/0/%2a/n;244210616;0-0;0;12926801;4-234/60;43432021/43449808/1;;~okv=;rs=10147;rs=10123;rs=10009;rs=10030;rs=10070;rs=10173;rs=D08734_70040;rs=D08734_70074;rs=D08734_70086;rs=D08734_70244;rs=D08734_70675;;ptype=s;slug=la-en-jessica-chastain-20111215;rg=ur;pos=1;sz=234x60;tile=6;ca=Entertainment;en=TheTreeofLifemovie;at=Entertainment;at=Celebrities;at=Movies;at=Television;at=TheTreeofLifemovie;~aopt=2/1/9b66/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.latimes.com/services/site/self-service/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

‘leen drinking, Smoking
hit 30-year lows

: "The Help" and "The Tree of Life." ("The Debt," "Coriolanus"
and "Wilde Salome" are also Chastain films released this year,
i though they're less likely to have award season legs.) The

First-time djre,CtorS may turn pale, angular, striking redhead with the wide, questing eyes
awards voters' heads

may have had to float around the small and big screens for

seven years before those films made it out, but ever since they Romney continues feud

did — starting earlier this year — she's been impossible to with Gingrich
forget.
But before she was everywhere, she says, she was nowhere. "I
Jessica Chastain wants tobe an would be attached to these beautiful projects, with Al Pacino
actress, not a celebrity or Terrence Malick and Brad Pitt, or Helen Mirren and for Ads by Google .
some reason ... the companies would just keep getting sold," g /
she recalls. "It was like, 'Gosh, I am the most unlucky Give the gift of
person." storing and sharing for Apple users.
BestBuy.com*

In what appears to be a Chastain characteristic, however, the

glass was always half-full. "I took advantage of the delays and

kept working. The great thing is it created a blank slate," she

) says. "A director could see me without having knowledge of a

P g et | performance that might have typecast me, so I took ®
advantage of that alot. This year ... is the flip side of that." -

Jonah Hill: 'Moneyball' was no
sweat, but '21 Jump Street' ...

It's hard to catch an actress at the crossroads in her career, a
- i place where she has the luxury to swing back and forth

On Location: 'Tree of Life' production ~ between semi-obscurity and breakout fame. Chastain is in LADEALS
designer Jack Fisk such a spot now. On one side, she's the Northern California
gal, a firstborn child out of five who started out dancing (and
still has the "ugly toes" from being able to go up en pointe) and
forged into acting without knowing a single person in the
business.

$30 for City Scavenger Hunt
Pub Crawl (reg. $60)

"Maybe being first [born] gave me a sense of like, 'T'm going to -
find my way! I'm going to do it!"" she suggests. VldeOS

Key scenes: 'Moneyball,' The
Descendants,' 'Coriolanus,’ 'The Ides
of March,' 'The Artist'

Chastain started her arc toward the other side by earning a

Expand ¥ Share Video: |
scholarship at Juilliard, and banging around in such TV shows — are Video: [] i &

Ads by Google as "Law & Order: Trial by Jury" and "Veronica Mars" for a few
years until all of that hard feature work just took off. And now Your System Status

Attack Flu At the Source she's having to deal with some of the biggest challenges of her WE'RE SORRY!

Learn about a prescription car.eer, including figuring ou’F how to swing into the You need to update your Flash Player.

medicine that acts directly on mamstreal.n of success, keeping her open heart and earnest P —

the flu virus eagerness Intact. | £ Eer e

treat-the-flu.com Already she laments feeling treated differently once she's Lﬂ;ﬂﬁ?;:::tzf;:?m?ggg :;;eﬂﬂ-ﬁg -
revealed as a movie actress. At a recent dinner party, alively to view the video player.

conversation quieted once she told the strangers she was talking to what she did for a living.
"Immediately, I could see their eyes change," she says. "The conversation stopped being this free,

equal thing. They separated from me. But I don't want that to happen — how can I play normal people (W AREVINEN 1\ [ost Emailed | Latest News
if I'm separate?"

Ducks defeat Phoenix Coyotes, 4-1, as Nik
Hagman scores twice

Working next to Pitt showed her what being separate is like: "There were paparazzi trying to get
pictures of him, and when the film came out, do you know how many people were asking me what he
was like as a parent? That's none of my business!" she says. "I remember thinking that for your whole | UCLA basketball hits a win streak
life, there's going to be someone who wants something."

NCAA's stipend plan for athletes challenged by
Her openness and sincerity, qualities that she telegraphs so clearly in her performances, are precious | schools
commodities and, at this stage, Cl}asta.in keeps them on her sleeve?. It's almost hard to imagine that Clippers shed bumbling label by landing Chris
one day she'll have to draw them in a little deeper and keep the things that allow her to play an Paul
idealized mother, or the embodiment of grace, out of sight for her own protection. She already says . 5
she'll stop doing interviews when the questions become about her, rather than the work. Is there any room left in L.A. for the Lakers:

"I love talking about the films, I love cinema. But me ... that's so uninteresting," she says.

Many would disagree, even if the sentiment makes sense. For now, Chastain's hat trick of
performances threatens to undermine the career she's worked so hard to build up. No matter how
award season wraps up, she's going to have to fight hard to prevent her "it" status from flipping into
celebrity of blockbuster proportions. Expect more indie films with strong characters, or perhaps a
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return to the theater. Whatever she does, however, she'll do it with grace.

"Right after 'Tree of Life' came out, I started hearing about strategies for my career," she says. "And I
made a decision that I wasn't going to do anything based on a strategy. If I don't continue to challenge
myself and risk failure, I have no business being an actor. I'm not an actor to be a personality. I want

to see every part I take like a master class. And you know what? I'm going to fail sometimes. And CRITICS' CHOICE AWARD
that's OK. Because when you fail, you learn more." 75 EST PICTURE
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